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Message 
from the Nest

Cover: Brewer’s blackbirds are found along the 
Jordan River year round and nest here in spring 
and summer, especially liking areas near open 
fields and lawns with wetlands grown with willows 
nearby. In winter they join large mixed blackbird 
flocks and seek out corn fields and pastures 
with livestock.
Above: Architectural rendering of the Ecolab 
green house. 

Tim Brown
President/CEO, Tracy Aviary

PHASE II IS READY FOR TAKEOFF! After years of describing the activities 
that will happen in structures dotted throughout the campus map, of taking 
turns brainstorming landscape types and locations for each, and of walking 

a weed-infested field pointing out what will happen where … things are about to 
change. Earthwork will add topography to an otherwise level landscape. Infra-
structure and pathways will soon demarcate boundaries. Landscaping will be 
installed, beginning with the Utah Conservation Loop. Let the construction begin!

The Jordan River Nature Center has always been envisioned as a nature-based 
community center. We value engagement, and to that end, we will measure 
success by the number of people involved and the partners we work with to deli-
ver programs and enrich the community. Leading the way will be two new Tracy 
Aviary staff members: Marissa Beckstrom (Jordan River Nature Center Director) 

and Daniel Hernandez (Director of 
Culture). Marissa and Daniel are 
building relationships and creating the 
framework that will provide a 
foundation for robust programming 
this summer. 

A greenhouse and a Motus tower will 
be among the first structures added 
to the campus. The greenhouse will 
greatly enhance our capacity to grow 
native plants to support the Jordan 
River Nature Center and the Jordan 
River corridor. The Motus tower will be 
used to gather data and help us better 
understand the role the Jordan River 

plays in migration (see page 3 for more information about the Motus program). 

The majority of funds needed for Phase II have been raised, and we could use 
your help with the final push. $5M has been raised, just $500,000 short of our 
$5.5M goal. To learn more about how you can help, please see page 5.

If you have any questions about the Jordan River Nature Center or would like a 
tour, please contact Sandra at development@tracyaviary.org. In the meantime, 
keep an eye to the sky as migration is underway.
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THIS SPRING AND SUMMER, you may 
notice some new structures popping up on 
the landscape across Utah, towers with 

several antennas at the top. These are Motus 
receiver stations, and they are the beginning of 
a large network of Motus stations that will be 
installed in Utah. These stations are able to 
automatically detect and record the signals of 
tiny radio transmitters that have been fitted to 
birds, bats, and insects whenever they fly within 
range. With over 1,500 receiver stations across 
34 countries, Motus can investigate questions 
about movement, migration, and population 
ecology, and can guide conservation efforts by 
helping scientists better understand land use, 
migration timing and patterns, and important 
stopover locations. This type of information 
is crucial, especially in the face of complex 

challenges such as climate change, drought, 
and habitat loss.  

Tracy Aviary has been working on 
getting Motus to Utah for several years through our work 

with the Utah Motus Working Group. We will soon install 

Motus Tower at Nature Center Will 
Help Track Bird Movement 

Tags: 
Battery 

Solar

Radio tags are 
put on animals.

Stations collect 
data from tags.

Data are processed and 
used for research and 
conservation.   

our own Motus 
receiver station at 
the Jordan River 
Nature Center. Of course, 
these stations won’t be 
useful unless there are tagged animals 
around to detect. With a generous 
donation to kickstart the effort, Tracy 
Aviary’s conservation program has been 
able to launch a Motus tagging program 
focused on birds that rely on the Great Salt 
Lake and its surrounding habitats. We are 
hiring a new Conservation Ecologist who 
will build our research program and lead 
bird banding and Motus tagging efforts. 
These activities will expand our conserva-
tion impact while providing new public en-

gagement and outreach opportunities. We 
are excited to take this very important next 
step in conserving the millions of birds that 
rely on Utah’s wetlands, riparian corridors, 
and the Great Salt Lake. 

A Motus receiver station and 
antennas. These stations are being 
installed as part of a collaborative 
research network to track wildlife 
movement for conservation.

Other types of animal tracking tags are often too heavy to be 
carried by smaller animals such as bats, birds, and insects. 
But Motus tags are very lightweight, and these animals 
can safely carry them without any impact to their 
ability to fly and move.
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Coming Soon! 
Opportunities to Plan 
Gardens and Grow Plants

CONSTRUCTION OF PHASE II of the Jordan River 
Nature Center will move into high gear this spring 
and last throughout the summer.  We look forward to 

earth movers shaping the topography of our campus. We 
are giddy for the day when trenches for irrigation, electric-
ity, and other infrastructure needs begin weaving through 
the campus. But we are most excited about the opportu-
nities to engage our neighbors, partners, and friends in 
building this nature-based community center. We embrace 
the power of process and will be patient with the product. 

As an example of our efforts 
to engage the public, months 
ago we invited a wide range of 
people to participate in a com-
munity forum to design the Utah 
Conservation Loop. Members of 
Salt Lake Air Protectors, Great 
Salt Lake Audubon, Lost Eden, 
Tracy Aviary’s conservation 
volunteers, and Tracy Aviary’s 
horticulture volunteers contrib-
uted a few hours to help us build 
a species list, develop design 
concepts, and identify 
furniture needs for this garden. 
The result is a better, more 
informed landscape that reflects 
group wisdom. 

Building on this experience, we will hold community forums 
to design additional gardens throughout the spring. If 
you’re interested in participating, please reach out to 
Jordan River Nature Center Director Marissa Beckstrom 
(marissab@tracyaviary.org). 

To support what we know will be a landscape in need of 
plants, one of our first structures will be a greenhouse. The 
greenhouse will provide opportunities for people to get their 
hands dirty as they help us create habitat, one plant at a 
time. If you want to get involved or learn more about our 
plans, reach out to Marissa.

Planting trees, shrubs and wildflowers will 
begin this spring and last through fall.
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Conservation Loop $200,000 available

Event Meadow $200,000 available

Serviceberry Picnic Area $150,000 available

Shade Forest $150,000 David Kelby Johnson 
Memorial Foundation

Pollinator Garden $100,000 available

Yard as Habitat 
Nature Play Area $100,000  Lawrence T. & Janet T. 

Dee Foundation

Observation Tower $345,000 The ALSAM Foundation 

Outdoor 
Amphitheater $275,000 George S. and Dolores 

Doré Eccles Amphitheater

Wildlife Viewing Blind $375,000 available

Conservation Base 
Station $500,000 available

Large Pavilion $270,000 Emma Eccles Jones 
Foundation

Wildflower Garden $200,000 The Adler Family

*Other naming opportunities available, contact development@tracyaviary.org

The Walbridge Fund
 James E. Dreyfous Family

Salt Lake County‘s Tourism, Recreation, Culture & 
Convention Support Program

To date approximately
 $5 million has been raised. Naming Opportunities*

Double Your Impact!

Phase II

In addition to the support listed above, contributions have also been received from:

We‘ve raised $5M toward our goal 
of $5.5M. A generous donor has 

pledged a dollar for dollar match 
up to $250,000 to help us 

reach our goal.

Sorenson Legacy Foundation
Utah Division of Outdoor Recreation

Utah Division of Forestry, Fire & State Lands

$50,000

$25,000

$10,000

$5,000
$2,500

$1,000
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August 30, 2022 - 
January 1, 2023   Thank you to Donors

Inspire curiosity and caring  for birds and        

If we missed your name on these lists, please contact development@tracyaviary.org and we will include you in the next newsletter.

$1000+
Christopher & Kari  
Tim Brown & Angela Dean
Kody Wallace & 
     Gary Donaldson
Tom Barton & 
     Susan Eisenman
Paul Hardwick
Ann & Randy Hart
Don Gomes & Annie Holt
Darris & Gail Howe
Rob & Sharon Kain
Lori Kinzer
Sarah Kurrus
Vicki & Dave Mackay
Forrest & Laura McNabb
Davis & Marcy Mullholand
Kristen Ries & 
     Maggie Snyder
Christopher Swaner
Ryan & Amy Taylor
Margie & Theron Tempest
Jennifer & Michael Thomas
Trudy & Jim Westerman

$500-$999
Darcy Amiel
Thomas & Candace Dee
Ann Gomben
Jean & Karl Hendrickson
Benjamin & Ariana Jolley
Nalini Nadkarni & 
     John Longino
Virginia McOmber
Carolyn Pedone & 
     John Rose
Alice & Kevin Steiner
Suzanne Stensaas
Jerald & Edna Taylor
Andrea Wolcott

$100-$499
Charles Anderson & 
     Leslie Scopes Anderson
Mason Atlas
William Barron
Lyn Baum
Lynne Besbekos
Christine Best
Barbara Bradley
John & Sara Chindlund
Dylan Crider
Charlotte & Matt Culberson
Antonio & Maria Cutillo

Carol DeCaria
Aline Devaud
Katherine Dick
Ashley Patterson & 
     Thomas Diegel
Samual Dunn
Lance Fewell
Carlton Fish
Ginger Fletcher
Sarah George & 
     Richard Ford
Carol & Norman Foster
Raili Fuller
Lawrence Goldsmith
Rosanne & Robert Gordon
Cynthia Godsey & 
     Fred Gottlieb
Dave Macpherson &  
     Rosanne Granieri
Karen & Shawn Halladay
Chris Hamaway
Michelle Heinz
Courtney Henley
Sonia Hernandez
Robert Hitchcock
Kathie & Chuck Horman
Lisa Jackson
Jane Johnson
Ceri Jones
Jayne & Martin Kearl
Mike & Kathy Keller
Gregory & Michele Lesoine
Pam & William Littig
Ashley Love
Joyce Marder
Sherri Marsh
David McDowell
Nancy & George Melling
Constance Dooley & 
     Rod Miles
Alicia Miskin
Stephen & Sandra Morgan
John Neill
Julie & Danny Nelson
Rich & Renee Nordlund
Maria Albanese & 
     Frederick Palmer
Nancy Parker
Aaron & Lara Portmann
Susan Prescott
Lorena Purissimo
Kevin Shilling & Mara Rabin
Kevin Rhodes
John Rizzo
Sheryl Robinson

Margee & Mark Ruff
Peregrine Schwartz-Shea
John Seals
Jonathan Seegmiller
Sally Sexton-Lewis
Jeanne Le Ber & Ray Smith
Misti Smith
Tiffini & Ben Sorcic
Beverly Souder
Clayton Spayer
Jason Steinmann
Jim Stringfellow
Richard & Susan Thomas
Maria VanDerHeyden
Sabrina Walbrecht
Susan Walker
Paul Watkins
Jennifer Watt
Katy & Audrey Welkie
Hugh Wetmore
Katie Ullman & 
     Daniel Wettstein
Park & Stephanie Willis
Jeffery & Azure Wolfe
Ernst & Susan Zigerlig 

$50-$99
Stacie Aarsvold
Alexander Aguirre
Barbara Andrews
Lynd Bacon
Su Boddie
Lauren Bond
Carol Brady
Barbara Brown
Kathleene Bundy
Jake Campos
Jackie Carey
Amanda Carroll
Erik Christensen
Sharon & Tom Cotterill
Taylor Cottle
Lawrence & Belinda Crafts
Marisol Demorest
Katrina Derieg
Kenneth Desaussure
Katie Dobkowski
Kirsten & Gary Dodge
Ms. Metta Driscoll
Jenny Evans
Rit Fish
Jennifer Freeman
Francis Brennan & 
     Rebecca Garda
Todd Hansen

Amy Hansen
Danielle Hedeen
Sydney Hurd
Crista Johnson
Erica Johnstone
Subhash Kithany
Nita Ludwig
John Malooly
Iva Dene McCleary
Pat & Laurie Munson
Landon Newell
Alison Nicholson
Charlene Nielsen
Lawrence Nilssen
Richard Peterson
Michelle Poulton
Maggie Rasmussen
Leah Richardson
Tena Rohr
Karen Salazar
William Sherwood
Hudson Simmons
Lindsie Smith
Johanna Smith
Eve Stark
Laura Stewart
Peggy Stone
Megan Syner
Sharon Terry
Sharon Thompson
Addie Vincent
Joy Woolf
David Young

$1-$49
Nancy Barrickman
Juliet & Alison Barrington
Jennifer Baumgartner
Paul Beckstead
Pat Bodily
Debra & Shauna Boulton
Jordan Bowling
Glenna Chappell
Sara Demko
Shane Dennis
Malia Deshotel
Natalie Diltz
Heather Dove
Riley Eskelson
Sophia Fonoimoana
Kelly & Robert Foster
Oscar Garza
Mary Pendergast &
     Chris German
Daniel Griffin

Emily Gunther
Meghan Halaburda
Tyler Hammond
Penelope Heaton
Sharon Hendricks
James Hickman
Heidi Hoven
Caitie Jaeger
Rose Jeppesen
Kristian Kaly
Heather Keenan
Barbara Eastman & 
     Tom Kimbrough
Karin Kirchhoff
Cynthia Lange
Sandra Livingston
Jennifer Melton
Efrain Mendoza
Roxana Montalvan
Gail Moschini
Ella Muday
Tava Muranaka
Victoria Ortega
Kellie Pahl
Alison Peart
Monika Perea
Damon Pitts
Jasmin Ramirez
Terrie Rauzon
Brent Rawlings
John Ray
Shaylie Russell
Emmanuel Santa-Martinez
June Seely
Justin Shirley
Cristina Shrum
Sharry Smith
Patricia & Homer Smith
Sean & Louisa Soisson 
     & Laura Smous
Gianella Tan
Gabby Toles
Victoria Turek
Chloe Turner-Meservy
Sherri Villarete
Alysia Watanabe
Janet & Jerry Wellman
Diantha Williamson
Robin Racheli Wilson
Joshua Wood
Sola Yeager
Alexandra Zielinski
Gala Zuniga
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AMD Architecture
Caffe Ibis

Charles Maxfield Parrish & 
Gloria F. Parrish Foundation

Chevron
Cross Charitable Foundation

Empire Nut
Epic Brewing

Eye Care for Animals
George S. & Dolores 

Doré Eccles Foundation
InNature

Corporate, Foundation, & Government Donors

nature through education and conservation.

Janet Q Lawson Foundation
Joanne L. Shrontz 
Family Foundation

Kroger
Lawrence T & Janet T Dee Foundation

My Good Fund Trust
Red Hat

Salt Lake County
SB Dance
Scheels

SIRQ Construction
Sparrow Electric

The David Kelby Johnson 
Memorial Foundation

The Fanwood Foundation
The Nature Conservancy

Third Sun
University of Utah

Utah Division of Arts & Museums
Val A. Browning Foundation

Vern & Marva Wolcott 
Charitable Foundation

Vine Lore
Wilkinson Ferrari & Co

XMission

AS A CHILD, Ron would jump on his 
bike in Murray and pedal the miles of 
streets over to Tracy Aviary. He grew 
up, and with his wife raised 3 daughters 
and a son in Salt Lake. His daughter 
Kelly Ledesma remembers their Sundays 
fondly. “Every Sunday like clockwork,” 
she says, they would go to Tracy Aviary. 
“I remember holding my dad’s hand, 

and my sister was on 
his shoulders.” They 
would walk the paths 
and visit the birds and 
ride the ferris wheel 
just outside the Aviary. 
They dropped 
quarters in the bird 
food machine to get 
pellets to feed the 
ducks.

The family always had 
pet birds too - parrots, 
cockatiels, parakeets, 
even peacocks once 
they moved to 
St. George. As a 
general contractor, master carpenter, and owner of his own 
company, Ron built many homes in Salt Lake and of course, 
bird feeders too. 

Ron passed away in 2019, and his family wanted to 
memorialize him. Though he had spent his last years in 
Ohio, they decided that Salt Lake – specifically Tracy 
Aviary – had so much more meaning for him. The memorial 
needed to be here. 

The whole extended family chipped in for a memorial bench 
in his honor, and gathered one warm summer day to visit 
Tracy Aviary. All 23 of them gathered around the bench – 

amongst the flowers and 
right next to the eagles 
and the keas, to share 
words and memories. 
Since then, many family 
members from all around 
the US have come to 
visit Ron’s bench. “He 
instilled a love of birds 
in all of us,” says Kelly, 
“everytime we see a 
cardinal or eagle we say, 
‘There’s Dad.’”

The inscription on the 
bench references a Bible 
verse, Isaiah 40:31.
"But those who hope 

in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on 
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they 
will walk and not faint.“

Ronald Nielson 1943 - 2019In Memory of
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589 EAST 1300 SOUTH
SALT LAKE CITY, UT    
84105

Tree
Planting      

development@tracyaviary.org 
tracyaviary.org  801-596-8500 x112 

More
info:

Tips

• Dig a shallow, wide hole that is 3 times the width of the root 
   ball and as deep as the root ball. Most tree roots live in the 
   top twelve inches of soil where there is access to nutrients, 
   water, and oxygen. Planting too deep can suffocate your tree. 
• Remove any burlap, wire caging, or pot from the root ball 
   before planting.
• Inspect the roots and loosen any circling or tightly bound roots.  

• After the tree is placed, refill the hole with the same soil 
   you removed and do not add any amendments. This allows 
   roots to grow throughout the native soil easily without circling 
   within the planting hole.  
• Mulch around the base of the tree and keep the root zone free 
   of grass and other plants that will compete for water and nutrients.
• Water immediately after planting and continue to water 
   weekly. Even drought-tolerant trees need additional water for 
   the first year or two while the roots are being established. 
• Avoid fertilizing or pruning your tree for the first year or two. 

THE FIRST THING TO CONSIDER when planting a tree 
is which type of tree to select. Trees thrive in different 
types of environments, so it is important to consider the 
following when deciding on the best tree for your area:
• What kind of soil is in the area?
• How much water is available?
• How much sunlight will the tree get?
• How much space will the tree need at maturity?
• What purpose will the tree serve? (Shade, attracting wildlife, etc.) 

When you have chosen the perfect tree, make sure to plant it 
correctly to ensure its success!

Do you want to help plant trees and learn more? 
Consider volunteering at Tracy Aviary!
tracyaviary.org/ways-to-support/volunteer/
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