Insect Safari
Spring has sprung! Which means your favorite insects are starting
to buzz around again! Do you know what it means to be an insect?

Let's try a little drawing exercise to find out what makes an insect! Have an
adult or friend read the following descriptions to you while you draw what
comes to mind when you hear them:
An insect's body is round with three parts
An insect has 6 six legs, with three on one side and three on the other
The front legs are longer than the other legs
An insect has two eyes on its head
An insect has two squiggly antennae
An insect has two long wings
An insect has a large mouth below its eyes
This insect lives in a park
Show your insect to an adult or friend!

We want to see your insects! Show us your creations (or any creations made from our
Virtual Nature in the City series) using the hashtags #Closedbutstillcaring and
#Tracyaviary

dig deeper into what makes an insect!
Want to learn
more?
Insects belong to a larger group,
called a phylum, of animals called
Arthropods. Arthropods are any
animal with an exoskeleton, a
segmented body, and jointed
appendages (arms & legs).
Arthropods cover a wide variety of
animals, from lobsters to
centipedes to spiders! Insects have
a different set of characteristics
from our other arthropods. For
instance, spiders (or arachnids)
have 8 legs while insects have 6!
Humans belong to the phylum
Chordata - meaning backbone. Can
you find out what class we belong
to?

Insects all have the same important characteristics: 6
legs, 3 distinct body parts (the head, thorax, and
abdomen), 2 eyes, one mouth, and antennae. Can you
point to all the parts of this ant?

To the right are all different
types of insects! Can you
find the different insect
body parts? Some insects
have wings, while others do
not!

Let's sing!
To learn the body parts of an insect, you can try this fun
song.
Sung to the tune of Head, Shoulders Knees, and Toes

Head, Thorax, Abdomen (Abdomen)
Head, Thorax, Abdomen
2 Eyes, 6 legs, Antennae too!
Head, Thorax, Abdomen
(And sometimes wiiiiiiings)

Go on a Insect Safari!
Let's see if you can find some cool creepy crawlers in
your own backyard or local park space!

You can get some tips for the best places to look for bugs
from our Educator Anne, in this awesome video! Copy and
paste the following link in your browser to check it out:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gIDlCjdbo0

In your search, try and use your new knowledge to
determine whether who you found is considered an
insect or another type of bug! There are many types of
bugs and they come in all shapes and sizes. For
instance, a worm is a bug, but not an insect. Given what
you've learned about insects, why is a worm not one?

Build an insect hotel!
Not finding enough bugs in your own space? Invite them in with a
bug hotel! Here are two hotel ideas to invite different types of
insects into your area.
Bee Hotel:
Solitary bees make homes in tiny holes that they
find along their journeys. Consider making them a
space to call home! Bees can be a great addition to a
backyard or park as they help to pollinate plants,
which keeps our food and flowers growing!
To make this you will need:
An empty toilet paper/paper towel roll or any
cylinder container
Scrap paper
Anything to decorate with
To make, tear the scrap paper into strips and roll
them up into tiny tubes. Stuff the tiny tubes into the
toiler paper roll to create small tunnels where a bee
could crawl into! Continue until the entire roll is full
of tunnels and then decorate your hotel however
you would like!

Ground Insect Hotel:
Crawling insects love to make homes in
dark, tiny spaces. You can create this in
your backyard, patio, or balcony with just a
few simple natural items!
You will need:
An empty toilet paper roll, shoe box, or
other container
Leaves, sticks, grass, and rocks
Stuff your container full of natural
materials leaving tiny pockets of air in
between! Decorate your container
however you would like. Insects will love
to crawl into these spaces for protection
and temperature control. Leave it in one
spot for a week and check back on it to see
who has made your hotel their home!

